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Christian, political clubs win funding
USC changes money allocation proccess
in light of recent Supreme Court rulings
Kara Apel

STAFF WRITER

USC is in the process of changing its
written policy on campus organizations’
budgets. In reaction to a complaint filed by
the Christian Legal Society, more than 35
clubs are newly eligible to receive money from
student activity fees.
These organizations include religious
and political groups on campus who were
previously not eligible for this k ind of
funding.
The USC chapter of the Christian Legal
Society decided to fi le a complaint on Feb.
28 in federal court against USC saying the
university was violating the First Amendment
by not granting the group funding.
On March 18, the prohibition on the
allocation of student activity fees for religious,
fraternal and political organizations was
removed.
Prior to the change in the written code,
The Christian Legal Society and various
other religious and political organizations on
campus were not granted student activity fee
money because the groups’ subject matter was
deemed to be too controversial.
Henry White, the university’s counsel,
said business with new allocations has been
suspended.
“The policy was changed and a moratorium
was placed on new allocations until the
SGA [Student Government Association]
has an opportunity to revise the allocations
procedures,” White said.

White said the group had lost their rights.
“The law is pretty clear that if a university
is going to generally make student activity
funding available to student organizations
that the university can’t exclude groups based
on their viewpoints,” White said.
Though a final resolution has not been met
yet, attorney Casey Mattox is optimistic about
its outcome.
“ We u nderst a nd t he u n iversit y has
amended their policies to take out the
complete exclusion on political and religious
organizations,” Mattox said. “That’s a very
positive step forward.”
Though Mattox and the Christian Legal
Society were pleased about the changes,
Mattox said more changes needed to be made
regarding the criteria used for deciding budget
allocations.
White said this was a situation that the
university had not dealt with before.
“We had a situation where we did not
have procedure in place to make certain that
viewpoint discrimination was not occurring,”
White said.
White said the written policy was adopted
before Supreme Court opinions made it clear
that viewpoint discrimination is not allowed.
“Often times your written policies don’t get
updated as much as they should be,” White
said.
“You have to have a lot more narrowly
defined criteria,” Mattox said.
Mattox said he had mailed a letter to
the university asking for some additional
amendments in the policy. One of the
suggested changes included removing the
size of the organization and the amount of
students it affects from the criteria due to
First Amendment concerns.
“The University cannot use the popularity

of speech as a factor in determining funding,”
the letter said.
The letter gave the university a deadline of
April 21 to respond.
“We’re certainly hopeful that we can come
to a positive resolution for everyone,” Mattox
said.
Julie Nalepa, president of Campus Crusade
for Christ, said she thought this eligibility
would benefit her organization and other
campus organizations.
“There is a reason why we need funding,”
Nalepa said, “When you’re asking the same
people all of the time [for money], it can
become overbearing.”
Nalepa, a fourth-year hotel, restaurant
and tourism management student, said her
organization typically receives all of the
money it needs through outside donations,
but funding would help.
“We won’t take more than necessary,”

Rushdie speaks at Moore school
Author discusses experiences,
book ‘Midnight’s Children’

Nalepa said. “We’ll just try to see what we’re
able to get and where our needs can be met in
a modest way.”
Jim Ma n n i ng, cha ir of t he Fi na nce
Committee, said as of right now, there had
been no official communication between
the university administration and the Senate
Finance Committee regarding this decision.
Manning, a first-year mathematics student,
was not sure if this recent decision would
affect the 2008-2009 budget allocations, but
said he is interested in making sure these
budget allocations were kept intact.
“I would personally like to see what’s been
passed for next year stay upheld,” Manning
said.
— Jackie Alexander contributed to this
story.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu

Senate raises fee to pay
for new shuttle program
Student government
approves two dollar
increase in activity costs

Cassity Brewer
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As crowds of people flocked into the
Moore School of Business yesterday
evening, Salman Rushdie, the highly
acclaimed novelist who was sentenced
to death by the Iranian government
in 1989, was glad to see some smiling
faces.
“I was looking forward to some
outbursts and banners,” said Rushdie,
the author of “Midnight’s Children.”
“You don’t look very dangerous to
me.”
Rushdie spoke in t he Belk
Auditorium as part of the student/
com mu n it y class “Caught in t he
Creative Act.” The Walker Institute
for International and Area Studies
sponsored him.
A lt hough t he book d isc u ssed,
“Midnight’s Children,” is one of his
most famous, there was little mention
of “The Satanic Verses,” a novel that
caused Muslims worldwide to go into
an uproar when it was published in
1988.
T h at novel e vent u a l ly c au sed
Ayatullah Ruhollah, then Iranian
Khomeini, to issue a fatwa against
him. This was essentially an edict
calling for his death in Iran.
Rushdie went into hiding and was
under protection from the British
government until 1998.
“Midnight’s Children,” which is
less controversial than “The Satanic
Verses,” takes place at the time when
I nd ia a nd Pa k ist a n ga i ned t heir
independence from British rule in
1947. Rushdie, who was born around
this time, creates a character born
at t he st roke of m id n ight when
independence occurred.
Rushdie said although the book was
set in a dark time in India’s history,
he tried to make it appear lighter with
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Salmon Rushdie signs books before he addressed a full crowd at the Moore
School of Business Wednesday as part of “Caught in the Creative Act.”
humor.
“Even though the darkest scenes
in the book should be written with
a voice described as comedy, t he
moment could be described as black,”
Rushdie said.
The novel won the Booker Prize
for fiction and international fame in
1981.
Many students attended the lecture
but had not read the book, having
heard much about Rushdie’s political
past.
Nat a l ie Jen sen, a second-yea r
geography student, said she attended
lectures on him earlier this week and
intends to read “Midnight’s Children”
after listening to him speak.
“He’s a fascinating guy,” she said.
“I’m hoping to put some context to
the books by listening to him.”
His presence at the Moore School
was so popular that by 5:25 p.m., the
Belk Auditorium had not one vacant
seat.
Stragglers were sent to the Lumpkin
Auditorium on the 8th f loor of the

BA building to watch a projection of
Rushdie speak from downstairs.
However, t his room also f illed
before long and remaining attendees
had to sit on folding chairs in the
lobby.
Of his novel, he said, “We live in a
time when our lives are not as far from
the public arena as they used to be. It
would be dishonest to pretend the
private life goes on outside fiction.”
“Caught in the Creative Act” is a
honors college class taught by Janette
Turner Hospital that invites members
of the community to attend.
Students read a variety of literary
work s a nd t hen are g iven t he
opportunity to meet the authors to
discuss their novels.
Other authors that have visited
USC in the past include Joyce Carol
Oates, Derek Walcott, Robert Pinksy
and Geraldine Brooks.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

The student activity fee was
raised $2 due to a resolution
passed after a heated debate in
Senate’s meeting last night.
The fee is aimed towards
Cocky’s Caravan, a shuttle
service that would provide
t ra nspor t at ion a rou nd
campus, as well as to the
Vista and Five Points on the
weekends after hours.
The f irst t ime around,
Senate rejected the resolution
with less than a 2/3 majority
of the Senate voting against
it. After much debate, the
resolution eventually won
with a 27-5 vote.
Sen. Matt Ungar sponsored
the resolution and serves as
the chair of the Safety and
Transportation Committee.
Un g a r, a f i r s t-y e a r
broadcast journalism student,
said he t hought Cock y ’s
Caravan would be extremely
successful and helpful as a
campus wide program.
“I truly believe this is an
amazing program,” Ungar
said while introducing the
resolution. “The program has
unlimited potential.”
Before raising the student
activity fee, Ungar said he
utilized all other resources.
Ungar said he hopes outside
resources, such as sponsors,
will eventually cover the fee
after seeing the success of
this program.
Un g a r s a id h e w o u ld
p er s on a l l y g o a s k lo c a l

businesses next year to find
funding for the program. If
enough additional resources
were found, Ungar said the
student activity fee could be
decreased back down.
President Pro Tempore
Ben Bullock was in favor of
the resolution.
“ We w o u l d n o t h a v e
t he mone y [for Cock y ’s
Caravan] unless we raise the
student activity fee,” Bullock
said, while addressing his
senators.
Cock y’s Caravan would
have si x stops i nclud i ng
t he G r e e k V i l l a g e , t he
Vista, Russell House, Bates,
Cap stone a nd 5 Poi nt s ,
Ungar said. He said might be
another stop added around
USC Inn.
There would be two buses,
which would run Thursday
through Saturday. Each bus
would cost $75 in fees per
hour.
During the debate over
the resolution, there was a
suggestion made to pay a
small 25-cent fee for Cocky’s
Caravan every time it was
u s e d ver s u s uppi n g t he
st udent act iv it y fee, but
Ungar said raising the fee
would be best.
“ You p a y $2, y ou g e t
unlimited usage,” Ungar
said.
Ungar said there will be a
card scanner for students to
swipe on the buses to keep
track of how many students
use the buses. Students would
not have to pay to use the
buses outside of the extra $2
in tuition, but guests would.
Ungar said the st udent
body made it clear Cocky’s
Caravan would be beneficial
FEES ● 3
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World
LONDON — Mohamed
Al Fayed said Tuesday that
he was abandoning a quest
to prove h i s b el ief t h at
Princess Diana and his son
were killed by British secret
agents.
A l Fayed sa id he
reluc t a nt ly accepted a
coroner’s jury ruling that
Diana and Dodi Fayed were
u n law f u lly k illed due to
reckless speed and drinking
b y t he i r d r i ver, a nd b y
the reckless pursuit of the
paparazzi chasing them.
“ E n o u g h i s e n o u g h ,”
Fayed said in an interview
with ITV News broadcast
Tuesday night. “For the sake
of the two princes, who I
know loved their mother.”
D i a n a’s s on s , P r i nc e s
William and Harry, endorsed
the verdict delivered by a
jury on Monday.
A l Fayed, the owner of
Harrods department store,
said he st ill believed t he

National
ELDORADO, Texas — The
scared girl, already a mother
at 16, whispered into a cell
phone: she wanted out. She’d
been forced to marry a man
more than three times her
age, becoming his seventh
wife.
Her hu sb a nd se x u a l ly
assaulted her, and when he
was angr y, he would beat
her while other women held
her infant, she told a family
violence shelter in a series
of secret calls that triggered
a n i nve s t ig at io n of t he
polygamist sect here.
The girl had looked for
oppor t u n it ie s to e sc ape
before, but she was warned
t hat out side t he doublegates blocking entry to the
Yearning For Zion Ranch,
i n a world completely

couple was murdered and
that the evidence presented
at the inquest supported his
theory.
“ I’m a f at her who ha s
lost his son and I’ve done
everything for 10 years. But
now with the verdict I accept
it, but with reservations,” he
said.
“But I have (had) enough.
I’m leaving the rest for God
to get my revenge,” Al Fayed
said.
“I’m not doing anything
any more ... this is the end.”
The coroner, Lord Justice
Scott Baker, had told the
jury that Al Fayed and his
legal team had not produced
any evidence that the Secret
Intelligence Service, known
as MI6, was involved in the
fatal car crash in Paris on
Aug. 31, 1997.
Prime Minister Gordon
Brown backed the princes
as well.
“ I t h i n k t he p r i n c e s ,
William and Harr y, have

spoken for t he whole
country when they say this
is time to bring this to an
end,” Brown said Tuesday.
Al Fayed had claimed that
M I6 agent s were t a k i ng
orders from Prince Philip,
t he hu sba nd of Q ueen
Elizabeth II.
When he testified under
oath, Al Fayed said he would
accept the jury’s verdict.
The coroner d isclosed
Tuesday that he would not
seek a police investigation
of Diana’s former butler,
Paul Burrell, for alleged
perjury. In his summation,
Baker had said Burrell was
among the witnesses who
had obv iously lied at t he
inquest or elsewhere.
Burrell, who has written
two books about his years
with Diana, had been caught
on a hidden camera saying
he had not told the whole
truth during his three days
of testimony at the inquest.

foreign to her, she would be
forced to cut her hair and
wear makeup, and to have
sex with many men — all
damning transgressions in
a faith where modesty calls
for women to wear long
underwear year-round under
pioneer-style dresses.
At the end of one call she
began to cry; she wanted to
take it all back.
But child welfare officials
allege in court documents
released Tuesday that the
compound built by leaders of
the Fundamentalist Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints was rife with sexual
abuse, with girls spiritually
married to much older men
as soon as t hey reached
puberty and boys groomed
to perpetuate the cycle.
The documents detail the
hushed phone calls, but days

after raiding the West Texas
compou nd, of f icials st ill
aren’t sure where the girl is.
She is not named among the
children in initial custody
petitions by the state.
Texas aut horit ies have
legal custody of 416 children,
a l l of t ho se b el ie ved to
have l ived at t he ra nch,
Child Protective Services
s p ok e s wo m a n M a rle ig h
Meisner said to reporters
in San A ngelo, about 40
miles from the compound in
Eldorado.
Cou r t doc u ment s sa id
a number of teen girls at
the 1,700-acre compound
were pregnant, and all the
children were removed on
the grounds that they were
in danger of “emot ional,
phy s ic a l , a nd- or s e x u a l
abuse.” Nearly 140 women
left on their own.

TODAY

Friday

Saturday

81 58

86 65

76 53

PIC OF THE DAY

Sarah Langdon / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students sample organic food at EarthFare Wednesday afternoon on Greene Street.

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
Today

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Brothers of Nubian Descent executive
meeting
Russell House Room 309
6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Empower meeting
RH Room 304

7 p.m. — 9 p.m.
AAAS executive meeting
RH Room 201
8:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.
Carolina Surf Club meeting
Humanities Room 201
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Waning immunity, other factors caused 2006 mumps outbreaks
Majority of infected had received
two recommended vaccinations
Linda A. Johnson
The Associated Press

Most of the college students who got
the mumps in a big outbreak in 2006 had
received the recommended t wo vaccine
shots, according to a st udy t hat raises
questions about whether a new vaccine or
another booster shot is needed.
The outbreak was the biggest in the U.S.
since shortly before states began requiring
a second shot for youngsters in 1990.
Nearly 6,600 people became sick with
the mumps, mostly in eight Midwest states,
and t he hardest-hit g roup was college
students ages 18 to 24.
Of those in that group who knew whether
they had been vaccinated, 84 percent had
two mumps shots, according to the study
by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and state health departments.
That “two-dose vaccine failure” startled
public health experts, who hadn’t expected
immunity to wane so soon — if at all.
The mu mps v ir us i nvolved was a
relatively new strain in the U.S., not the
one targeted by t he vaccine, alt hough
there’s evidence from outbreaks elsewhere
the shots work well against the new strain.
The researchers, reporting in Thursday’s
New England Journal of Medicine, note
the virus likely came from travelers or
students from the United Kingdom, where
mumps shots are voluntary and there was a
much larger mumps outbreak of the same
strain. Many countries don’t vaccinate

against mumps, so future cases brought
from overseas are likely.
“If there’s another outbreak, we would
evaluate the potential benefit of a third dose
to control the outbreak,” said researcher
Dr. Jane Seward, deputy director of the
CDC’s viral diseases division.
Mu mps is spread by respirator y
secret ions and saliva among people in
close contact, mak ing college st udents
particularly susceptible. Students’ sharing
of drinks and utensils, and sexual activity,
probably increased their exposure.
Mumps causes fever and swollen salivary
glands in the cheeks.
Before the vaccine, complications such
as deafness, viral meningitis and testicle
inf lammation, which can cause sterility,
were common and t here were a couple
million U.S. cases a year.
T h e o n l y U. S . v a c c i n e , m a d e b y
W hitehouse Station, N.J.-based Merck
& Co., hasn’t been cha nged si nce it s
introduction in 1967 and there are no plans
to change it, said Barbara Kuter, Merck’s
executive director of pediatric affairs.
Over 500 million doses have been sold
since the 1970s, when it was put in the
combination measles-mumps-rubella shot.
Dr. Joh n Brad ley, a member of t he
American Academy of Pediatrics committee
on infectious diseases, said his group is
talk ing about possible cha nges to t he
vaccine recommendations schedule with
CDC and other health agencies.
Now two shots are recommended, one at
12 to 15 months and the other at age four
to six.
It might not be cost effective to give

House approves bill to use
car taxes for road repairs
New plan uses money
to increase funding for
highway construction
Seanna Adcox
The Associated Press

COLUMBIA — The sales
tax paid on vehicles would
go toward bu ild i ng a nd
repairing roads and bridges
under a bill that received
key approval Wednesday in
the House.
The measure was
approved 90-10 and needs
another routine vote before
heading to the Senate.
Under the plan, money
generated t hrough sales
taxes paid on vehicles would
be split between the State
Infrastructure Bank and
the state Transportation
D e p a r t me nt t h r ou g h a
four-year phase-in. Once
f ully in effect, the move
could provide more than
$100 million a year.
The money now goes into
the state’s general fund.
Demo c r at s c r it ic i z ed
the bill as diverting muchneeded money du r i ng a
slumping economy.
House Minority Leader
Harry Ott said he supports
road maintenance.
“But do you have $10

million in the budget you’re
willing to cut? That’s the
question somebody’s going
to have to answer, and it
keeps getting worse and
worse with no expectation
whatsoever our economy is
getting any better,” the St.
Matthews Democrat said.
House Majority Leader
Ji m M e r r i l l , R- D a n ie l
Island, said it’s just a matter
of sett ing priorit ies and
cutting government.
The move comes
a year after the
Legislature reformed the
Transportation Department
putting the agency under
t he g over nor ’s c o nt rol
and ensuring projects are
f u nde d b a s e d on ne e d.
DOT reform became a hot
topic last year after a state
aud it fou nd t he agenc y
wasted tens of millions of
taxpayer dollars and lacked
accountability.
I n t he c om i n g f i s c a l
yea r, a l l $10 m i l l ion of
the diverted money would
go to the Infrastruct ure
Bank, which loans money
for large road construction
projects. Lawmakers say
the bank needs money now
for projects in Charleston,
Berkeley, Horry and Aiken
counties.
Ott successfully pushed
t h r ou g h a c h a n g e t h at

would designate 10 percent
of the money for rural roads
starting the second year. He
said his constituents need
pot holes a nd d ir t roads
paved, not bridges or large
intersections built. But he
called t he move putt ing
lipstick on a pig,
Some Republicans
agreed.
“The t hing I hear
back home is not t he
Infrastructure Bank, but fi x
our potholes and secondary
roads,” said Rep. G arr y
Smith, R-Simpsonville.
The plan calls for $40
million in sales taxes to
be d iver ted i n 20 09-10,
w it h $ 4 m i l l io n g o i n g
t o r u r a l r o ad s a nd t he
rest split evenly between
t he I nf rast r uct ure Bank
a nd t he Tra nspor t at ion
Depa r t ment for st ate
highways.
By 2011-12, all money
collected from sales tax on
vehicles, which is capped
at $300 per vehicle, would
be diverted to t he t hree
programs.
Bot h Republicans and
Democrats beat back an
attempt to raise the state
gas tax to help pay for road
repair, say ing t his is no
time to raise the cost of gas
when it’s already predicted
to climb to $4 a gallon.

Charlie Neibergall / The Associated Press

Drake University student Mandi McClue, left, gets a mumps immunization shot from Polk
County Health nurse Lori Parsons, right, during a clinic at the student health center.
ever yone a third shot, but it should be
considered for college students, said Dr.
Stephen Marcella, an epidemiologist at
University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey’s School of Public Health.
Dr. William Schaffner, head of preventive
medicine at Vanderbilt University School
of Medicine, said what’s need is a longerlasting shot.
“It’s clear t hat over t ime, immu nit y
wanes somewhat,” he said. “We need a

better vaccine.”
Seward said other CDC studies on the
2006 outbreak found t wo mumps shots
protected about 85 percent of people from
t he new st rain — not quite enough to
prevent spread even with the nearly 90
percent vaccination rate at the time.
T he outbrea k was i n I l l i nois, Iowa,
Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
South Dakota and Wisconsin.

FEES ● Continued from 1

Local

to all students.
“The students do want this
program,” Ungar said during
the meeting. “Safety would
increase two-fold.”
I n add it ion to passi ng
the resolution, members of
President Andrew Gaeckle’s
Executive Staff and Cabinet
were appointed.
Lauren Riga, the recently
appointed secretary of Safety
and Transportation, said she
was in favor of the resolution
during the meeting.
“This is about students
trying to walk around on
campus safely,” Riga said.
Riga and Ungar said many
other universities already
successfully have programs
like this in place.

COLUMBIA — Sout h
Carolina Senator Larr y
Martin expects the Senate
to take up a proposal that
would toughen the state’s
drunken driving laws.
Martin said Wednesday
t h at t he S en at e wou ld
c o n s id e r t he p r o p o s a l
that the House passed a
day earlier. The proposal
is a compromise between
separate measures bot h
chambers already passed.
The compromise would
t o u g h e n p e n a lt i e s f o r
drunken driving according
to how much alcohol drivers
have in their system.
Fi r s t-t i me of f e nder s
could face up to 90 days
in jail under the proposal.
A second DUI conviction
could mean up to t hree
years in jail, while a third

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

conv ic t ion cou ld put a
person behind bars for five
years. A fourth conviction
would bring a mandatory
seven years in prison.
BEAUFORT, S.C. — The
fate of a man who admitted
he r ap e d a nd k i l le d a
78 -ye a r - old B e au f or t
woman is now in the hands
of a judge.
The Beaufort Gazette
reports Judge Perry Buckner
gave no indication Tuesday
when he w i l l dec ide if
29-year-old Timothy Wick
gets the death penalty or
anywhere from 30 years to
life in prison without parole
for killing Jeanne Welden.
Wick pleaded guilty to
murder and other charges
last week. At the end of his
sentencing hearing, Wick
apologized and said drugs
turned him into a bad guy.
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Identity not
safe without
taking some
precautions
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Students not safer than
average citizen, beware
‘Phishing’ for information

EDDIE MANN

IN OUR OPINION

Weekend shuttle well
worth $2 fee increase
It’s tough to put a price on student safety, but it’s pretty
easy to realize it’s worth a measly $2.
Cock y ’s Ca rava n, approved by st udent senate
Wednesday, will shuttle students to Five Points and The
Vista from four campus dorms and other locations. The
buses, which will be borrowed from the City of Columbia,
will run all night Thursday through Saturday.
In a state with a drunken driving fatality rate almost
twice the national average,
t h is is a smar t move. It
doesn’t take a m idn ight
ride through Five Points
to realize that many of us
occasionally overindulge,
creat i ng a da ngerous
situation for all involved.
Ideally, students would simply call a cab or a friend
if they had a few too many, and Cocky’s Caravan is not
an excuse to go out and use alcohol irresponsibly. It
is, however, a way for USC to help its students behave
responsibly while still enjoying some of the cultural scene.
Remember, Cocky’s Caravan doesn’t have to be used just
for drinking — there’s plenty to do in Columbia’s hot
spots for people of all ages and interests.
It’s not like this is unprecedented — many other
universities, including our Carolinian neighbors in
Chapel Hill, already have such a system. Even off-campus
apartments have a bus. Just look at Copper Beech.
Griping about a two dollar fee for this needed service
is petulant. Considering inflation, students should expect
an increase in activity fees anyways. Bottom line: Student
safety is easily worth the price of a Heineken, chief.

Bottom line: Student
safety is easily
worth the price
of a Heineken, chief.

Dent turns tide on two-faced politics
Gotham City should not
pick district attorney by
flipping coin, taking vote
Problems of crime and
violence are large enough
by themselves. Mix in a
corrupt police force and
ineffective prosecutors, and
the problems only linger
and get worse.
I would like to make the
case for supporting Harvey
Dent as District Attorney
of Gotham City.
Gotham’s current DA,
Roger Garcetti, continues
to campaign on the motto
“Trust Garcett i,” when
doing so has only resulted
in tragically soaring crime
statistics. Over the past four
years, murder has gone up
78 percent, armed robberies
76 percent and rapes 58
p ercent . It ’s a wonder
people are willing to live in
Gotham these days!
T he sou rce of t he se
problems lies in criminal
organization — not only
in Gotham’s mob families,
but their influence on the
justice system. When cops
are secretly playing robbers,
citizens have nowhere left
to turn but vigilante justice,
which results in desperation
leading to madness.
Dent has a more realistic
approach: he prosecuted 11

dirt y cops
and won
11 g u i l t y
verdicts. Next
time a citizen
of G ot ha m
c a l l s 911 ,
THOMAS
there will be
MALUCK
less wor r y
Fourth-year
that the
English
respond i ng
student
of f icer w ill
loot the
caller instead of providing
protection.
It is sad that once-trusted
officers of the law have to be
ousted, but it is even sadder
that Dent’s rivals think
they’re doing the city a favor
by constructing lies about
his quest for justice. Just
look at another of his rivals,
Dana Worthington. She’s
correct in saying “Garcetti
represents status quo,” but
t hat wou ld ma ke Dent
the ideal change Gotham
needs. What does she have
to offer? Her biography
on her Web site revolves
around the aftermath of
her sister being attacked,
complete with the names
of her pets. Worthington
should run a therapy clinic
if she’s so concerned about
victims leading a normal
life, and leave Dent to the
prosecuting.
Don’t get the impression

t hat Dent represent s a
one-ma n a r my ag a i nst
crime. He’s simply t he
city’s vanguard against the
darkest dregs infect ing
Gotham, such as mob leader
Sal Maroni. But in t he
face of police corruption,
when Garcetti sat on his
hands and Worthington
cried about the shame of
it all, Dent empowered
the people. He opened a
tip line for citizens to voice
their concerns about the
police force, and it has led
to a cleaner arm of the
law. Just ask Lieutenant
James Gordon if he’d like
Gotham’s traitors serving
again.
However, Dent’s message
may fall on deaf ears. The
slanderous upstart group
“Concerned Citizens For A
Better Gotham” is trying
to paint Dent as a “media
crazed inquisitor.” They
even depict Dent’s string
of corr upt ion st ings as
political pandering, and try
to stick up for the guilty
parties. Think about it: the
crooks in jail have nothing
to lose by smearing Dent,
who is putting his career
on the line by making the
right, if unpopular, choice.
Don’t let justice win this
battle halfway. Believe in
Harvey Dent.

Bush-bashing shows little wit, humor
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Criticism of president has
become trite, defeats any
hope of useful discourse
You all remember that kid
in middle school. Bad BO,
Coke-bottle glasses, didn’t
need a girlfriend because
he was spending his Friday
and Saturday nights playing
Magic the Gathering. He
didn’t have any friends, but
apart from the occasional
snide comment about his
Goblin deck, everyone left
him alone.
In the harsh, dog-eatdog world of middle school
males, t his might seem
strange, but no one made
fun of him because, frankly,
it was too easy.
This doesn’t seem to
t r a n slate i nto mo der n
politics.
P r e s id e nt Bu s h’s
administrat ion has
certainly not been the best
of times, but his detractors
have crossed the line from
intelligent crit icism to
nonsensical mudslinging.
While he’s no Abraham
Lincoln, Bush is not, by any
stretch of the imagination,
the worst president ever (see
Warren Harding or Lydon
Johnson).
He’s curtailed our civil
rights in the post-Sept. 11
anti-terror panic. He hasn’t
done any t hing close to
what Abraham Lincoln did.

He’s run up a
record deficit
and printed
m o n e y ,
lead i ng to
inflation. So
did Franklin
MICHAEL
Roosevelt .
BAUMANN
They’re
Third-year
u s u a l l y
print
ranked first
journalism
a nd second
student
a m o n g t he
greatest chief
executives ever.
The point is, being angry
at Dub-ya is not getting us
anywhere. It’s too easy and
it’s cheapened the value of
our public discourse to the
point where we can’t see
what the real problems are.
Last fall, I tuned in to
Comedy Central to see
John McCain on the Daily
Show. He and Jon Stewart
are both k nowledgeable
and articulate men who get
along with people on both
sides of the aisle.
But when they started
talking about the issues,
the two just started talking
over each other and nothing
intelligent was said until
t he liberal pro-Stewart
crowd intervened before
commercial break.
Such is t he nat ure of
pol it ica l debate today.
There’s no constructive
discussion, and whoever
talks louder and has home

field advantage wins.
O ver t he pa st se ven
years, too much of t he
nation’s collective rage has
been leveled at Bush and
distracted us from other
problems that ail us now or
will in the next few years.
Our record deficit is not
so much Bush’s fault as it
is the fault of a Congress,
led by Democratic
Congressman John Murtha
of Pennsylvania, that has
fallen in love with pork
barrel spending and will
pass almost any bill with
earmarks, no quest ions
asked.
The occupation of Iraq
was an ill-conceived decision
based on bad intelligence,
and t he Democrat ic
p r e s ide nt i a l hop ef u l s ,
particularly Barack Obama,
are promising a speedy exit
from Iraq in the event that
they take back the White
House. The problem is that
no one is asking for an exit
strategy. Either that or they
don’t think that just packing
up and going home will
create a more dangerous
Middle East than before we
went in.
Bush shouldn’t get a pass
for the nation’s troubles, but
they don’t end with him.
There’s plenty of blame to
go around, but we’re just
too shortsighted to know
where else to place it.

The advent of sophisticated
technolog y, one problem
has emerged t hat af fects
everyone, regardless of age,
race or creed.
That problem is identity
theft.
I myself
wa s recent ly
a v ict im of
identity theft.
I received an
e-mail f rom
a banking
KIMI
ser v ice t hat
TIMMERS
I use, a nd I
Third-year
thought it was
print
leg it i m ate; I
journalism
gave them the
student
i nfor mat ion
they requested
and thought nothing of it
until $200 went missing from
my account. I was forced to
cancel my card, close my
account and switch banks.
I didn’t even get all of my
money back.
On one hand, what I did
was a very foolish mistake,
and it’s one that I certainly
won’t repeat. But on t he
other, it’s too easy for people
to f a l l i nto t he se t r ap s.
“Phishing” e-mails — like
the one I received — used to
be obvious, or at least caught
by spam f ilters. But now
the scammers are getting
literate, forcing us to be
constantly vigilant.
I wasn’t the fi rst person I
know that was affected by
identity theft, and I won’t be
the last. Since my incident
was resolved, I’ve had two
ot her f r iend s de a l w it h
similar situations. Luckily
for the three of us, there
were no lasting repercussions
— or at least none that we
can immediately see.
It m ight be com mon
knowledge to some, but it
really does bear repeating:
identity theft can seriously
mess with your life. Aside
from cleaning out your bank
accounts, it can also destroy
your credit and put you into
thousands of dollars of debt.
In worst case scenarios, the
thief might have even stolen
your social security number.
The fact is that there is
no fail proof way to catch
these criminals. The person
who took my bank ing
i nfor mat ion was never
caught, and I’m sure they
never will be. Even though I
got most of my money back,
they never had to return the
things they bought with my
hard-earned cash. For all
intents and purposes, they
got away with it.
There are gover n ment
agencies that you can appeal
to if this happens to you. But
unfortunately, most of them
just don’t have the time or
the resources to deal with
any fraud that isn’t upwards
o f $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . Yo u h a v e
options to protect yourself,
and your bank can probably
recover your money, but it
isn’t guaranteed. A nd for
the most part, you have only
yourself to depend on.
So keep an eye on your
bank accounts. Don’t give
out your information, and
take advantage of your free
annual credit report (yes,
those annoying commercials
actually have a good point.)
Until there’s a better way for
the authorities to actually
lock down on this problem
and catch the thieves, this is
all you can do.

“Jane Austen? Why I go so far as to say that any library
is a good library that does not contain a volume by Jane
Austen. Even if it contains no other book.”
— Mark Twain
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Five Points showcases local musical flavor
Concert series aims to increase exposure of local bands,
musicians while promoting area business simultaneously

APRIL 10
LUNDY WITH
DANGER MUFFIN

APRIL 17
LEFTY @ THE
WASHOUT WITH CALL
ME MUCH

APRIL 24
ROBERT NEWTON & JAMES
BERESFORD STUDENT
SHOWCASE

Colin Jones

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

Injecting a shot of local music flavor into Columbia,
Five Point s A f ter Five Concer t Series of f icially
commences tonight feat uring Lundy and Danger
Muffi n.
Merritt McHaffie, Five Points Association executive
director, said the concert series is an opportunity for
the community to be introduced to a wide variety of
local groups.
“A lot of clubs in Columbia are over 21 and the bands
play later. So we take these bands, have them play in
Five Points at 6:30 p.m. and have more people exposed
to their music,” she said.
The concert series, begun in 1996 by business and
property owner Richard Burts, runs from April 3 to
May 22 and features over 15 local music groups. The
free performances are every Thursday at a stage set up
in front of the Five Points Fountain.
McHaff ie said the concert series was started to
reinvigorate the Columbia music scene and to attract
people to Five Points. In 1996, she observed, Columbia’s
music scene was in decline and in desperate need of a
wake up.

MAY 1
PASSAFIRE WITH
BALLY-HOO

MAY 8
ZACH DEPUTY

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

MAY 15
DANIELLE HOWLE WITH
HANNAH MILLER

MAY 22
JUSTIN SMITH & THE
FOLK HOP BAND WITH
MAGNETIC FLOWERS

Lundy and Danger Muffi n, the groups performing went to the foundation.”
Along with the musical festivities, the series offers
tonight, are what McHaffie calls “bottom-line rock ‘n’
roll.” Lundy, a hometown acoustic rock act, will kick numerous prizes for audience members over t he
off the season’s inaugural concert after a performance season.
“Wray Automotive gave me eight electric guitars to
from Tootie & The Jones and Tough Mama was rained
give away at the concerts,” she said. McHaffie said that
out, but has been rescheduled for May 29.
Tough Mama performed an improv show at CJ’s bar the contests this year would feature a contest in which
after the rain started, but McHaffie plans to have the contestants attempt to play the best guitar riff through
bands play a show after the concert series has officially a VW car stereo.
Other contests at the event are giveaways with raffle
ended.
In addition to introducing Columbians to groups tickets and an air guitar competition sponsored by Free
they may have looked over in the past, Five Points Times. McHaffie noted the contests this year were “the
After Five attempts to promote local businesses and most rocking contests ever.”
If anything else, she said, the concert series is a
restaurants.
“We have on average 12-14 businesses and restaurants chance for people to come and enjoy Five Points.
“Some people come down to Five Points at 5:30 p.m.
sponsoring the event,” she said. “I like to fi nd out what
the businesses are doing on Thursday’s and try to and have dinner at Yesterdays, watch the concert, have
a beer at a local bar and call it a night,” she said.
promote them with the event.”
The concert series continues until May 22, takes a
In past years, the concert series has assisted in local
break for the summer and will continue next fall as
nonprofit organizations and benefit concerts.
“Usually, we ask a lot of nonprofits to come down to students return to USC.
the concert to show we’re a part of the community too,”
she said. “We actually had a benefit concert for local
musician Chris Conner where 20 percent of beer sales Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Minneapolis indie-rock darlings quell backlash
over their sudden fame with forthcoming CD
TNT’s second album, ‘Walk
It Oﬀ,’ hits stores this week
Chris Riemenschneider
MCT Campus

Ads promote
Pangaea Day
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IRANExn491U&NR=1
Robert Johnson

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

This week, an u nusual
adver t isement su r pr ised
thousands of users all over
the globe. It shows dozens of
people all over France singing
our Star-Spangled Banner.
While this may seem trivial,
it is interesting and even
strange to watch. After all,
the French have been seen
as the most anti-American
g roup i n a l l of Eu rope.
In the past, some of their
politicians have even been
elected on an anti-American
platform. They also have
been stereotyped as being
especially proud. Seeing the
French enthusiastically sing
our national anthem is truly
a surreal experience.
Yet, the French are shown
here casually singing the

Star-Spangled Banner while
st rolling about in public
squares and going about
their daily lives. The final
image is the French f lag,
with our stars and stripes
superimposed upon it.
This is actually part of a
series of advertisements for
a new event called Pangaea
Day. Similar advertisements
included Australians singing
the Lebanese anthem, the
Japanese singing for Turkey
and so on. The purpose of
Pa ngaea Day is to bring
t he peoples of t he world
together through the power
of international film.
On May 10, major cities
all over the world will host
huge conventions for this
same purpose.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

MINNE AP OLIS — A s if cr isscrossing the globe for a year and a
half, performing on Letterman and
hitting the coolest festivals wasn’t
enough for a band that infamously
couldn’t get arrested in its hometown
at first, Tapes `N Tapes’ book ing
agent s wa nted t he ba nd to keep
touring last spring.
The g uys f inally said no: They
couldn’t wait to get started on their
second album, “Walk It Off.”
“The touring had gone extremely
well, but there are only so many ways
you can play the same 15 songs,”
frontman Josh Grier recalled the
weekend before last, follow ing a
practice session at keyboardist/tuba
player Matt K retzmann’s house in
southeast Minneapolis.
Bassist Erik Appelwick chimed in:
“And ironically, we just found out we
can’t play a couple of those 15 songs
anyway right now.”
It’s good to see the members of the
Twin Cities’ biggest buzz band of the
past few years laughing at themselves,
because they (or at least their peculiar
success story) have been the butt of a
few other people’s jokes.
Some people still can’t get over how
the band’s little self-released 2006
album, “The Loon,” earned a megabuzz from music bloggers before it
was ever properly released. Like the
Texas music writer whose preview of
the South by Southwest fest asked,
“Who’s Tapes `N Tapes again?” two
years after everyone at SXSW knew
of the band. Or the Brooklyn blogger
quoted in Spin magazine’s Vampire
Weekend cover story, who points out
that TNT also had a big early buzz:
“Then their record came out, and
people stopped caring,” he said.
For the record, “The Loon,” which
the band self-released five months
before London-based XL Recording
re-released it, actually sold fairly well.
SoundScan/Nielsen lists its U.S. sales

MCT Campus

Tapes ‘N Tapes’ second CD “Walk It Off” has been publicized as anything
but a sophomore slump with its faith-like guitar rifts and live sound.
at around 36,000, and the band says
it sold about 23,000 more abroad plus
another 15,000 copies on its own
before XL came along.
“ T he record wa s tot a l l y (a nd
illegally) free on the internet for like
six months,” Kretzmann noted. “That
didn’t give us much of a sporting
chance.”
Mostly, though, the members of
Tapes `N Tapes don’t have much of
anything to say about all the hoopla
that surrounded “The Loon” and
whatever backlash came from that
hoopla. The most Grier would say
is, “When we put the record out, our
goal was to maybe do one short U.S.
tour. So, to us it never felt like the
momentum slowed.”
A nd any way, the band has good
reason to be so t ight-lipped: It’s
confident the new album will shut
people up.
In stores this week, “Walk It Off” is
at the very least a successful follow-up
to “The Loon.” It builds on and just
plain improves on the earlier album’s
Pixies-ish nervous energy and stop/
go/go-faster rhythmic patterns.
But “Walk It Of f ” doesn’t just
avoid the sophomore slump, it has the
makings of a career-making album.
Maybe it should be seen as TNT’s
proper debut. Self-made CDs used to

be just a come-on to record labels, but
in this age of hastily hyped internet
careers, they have become a band’s
calling card to the world.
Not to discount “The Loon,” which
had many memorable tracks (songs
that, rehearsal jokes aside, are still
barnstormers on stage).
But where much of t hat record
sounded like Grier’s bedroom tapes
brought to life, “Walk It Off” sounds
like a f ull band in all its blazing
glory.
“We toured so much, and we even
got to play a lot of these songs on the
road to try them out — I think that’s
a big difference,” Grier said.
T he y a l s o h ad a n a me - b r a nd
producer to expand those possibilities
this time: David Fridmann, known
for working with the Flaming Lips,
Sleater-Kinney and Low.
The band spent about three weeks
total at Fridmann’s studio in a wooded
area of western New York. Although
Fridmann has produced experimental
and often highly orchestrated albums,
he pretty well stuck with TNT’s wish
to record every song closely to how it
sounds on stage.
“If Jeremy was playing drums, we
were playing, too — it was all done
live that way,” Grier boasted.
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British Prime Minister,
Clooney speak out on
Chinese foreign policy
Brown praises
director’s role in
publicizing crisis
David Stringer
The Associated Press

LONDON — George
Clooney took a break from
promoting his latest f ilm
Tuesday to meet with British
Pr i me M i n ister G ordon
Br ow n a s he c o nt i nue d
pressing government s to
spea k out about Ch i na’s
foreign policy in Sudan.
The t wo met as t he
Oly mpic torch arrived in
San Francisco for the only
North American stop in the
Beijing Olympic torch relay,
which has been dogged by
hu ma n r ight s protesters
i n London, Pa r is a nd
Istanbul.
The protests have been
fueled by anger over China’s
hu ma n right s record, it s
grip on Tibet and China’s
support for Sudan despite
years of bloodshed in the
countr y’s western Darfur
region.
“I think the protests are
good. They’ve been warned
for a while that there was
going to be some protests,”
C lo o ne y t old r e p o r t e r s

on the red carpet for the
British premiere of his new
fi lm, “Leatherheads.”
Brown praised the
4 6 -yea r- old ac tor’s role
i n d r aw i ng at tent ion to
violence in Darfur.
O n l y 9, 2 0 0 t r o o p s
and police of t he 26,000
aut hor ized are on t he
ground in Darf ur, where
violent conf lict since 2003
has d isplaced some 4. 27
million civ ilians and left
more than 200,000 people
dead.
Brown agreed the
deploy ment wa s mov i ng
t o o s l o w l y, a n d t h a t
humanitarian aid ef forts
were being hampered by
poor access for aid workers.
“The situation in Darfur
is u naccept able,” Brow n
said after a meeting with
Clooney, announced only
after it took place.
“The rebels and
gover n ment cont i nue to
openly flout UNSC (United
Nations Security Council)
resolutions through attacks
on civilians,” Brown said in
a statement.
Brown praised Clooney’s
role “in drawing attention
to t his crisis — t his is a
hu ma nitarian t ragedy of
colossal proport ions and
the world must take note

Elerbe takes first
place in USC Idol
Senior receives $500
gift card for winning,
‘soulful’ performance
Zach Lamb

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Daniel A. Anderson / The Associated Press

“Leatherheads,” George Clooney’s third feature-length
effort as a director, is due out April 4.
and act.”
Clooney, who has been
named a U.N. peace envoy,
has publicly spoken several
t imes about t he crisis
i n D a r f u r, w he r e m o r e
than 200,000 people have
been killed and about 2.5
m illion people displaced
in three years of fighting
between African rebels and
government troops allied
with Arab militia known as
Janjaweed.
China is a major trading
part ner wit h Sudan, and
Beijing has resisted United
Nations attempts to force

• KAYAKING
• TUBING
• CANOEING
1107 State Street • Cayce, SC 29033
(803) 796 - 4505
www.adventurecarolina.com

S u d a n t o a c c e p t U. N .
peacekeepers in Darfur.
Brow n said Britain
was work i ng w it h t he
internat ional communit y
and others to pressure all
sides in the confl ict to agree
to a cease-fire, start peace
talks and allow peacekeepers
to deploy.
Fight ing in Dar f u r
began in 2003 when ethnic
A f r ic a n t r ib e s m a n to ok
up arms, complaining of
decades of discrimination
by Sudan’s Arab-dominated
government. The
government is accused of
unleashing militia forces
to com m it at rocit ies
ag a i n st et h n ic A f r ic a n
communities in the fight
with rebel groups.

Sen ior Reg ina Elerbe
won the 2008 USC Idol
comp et it ion ho sted by
Ca rol i na Produc t ions
Wednesday night in the
Russell House ballroom.
Elerbe stormed the stage
in shock and astonishment
amid a roaring crowd that
was just as happy to see her
win. Lexi Doyle came in
second place and Etrika
Nanada came in third.
Elerbe was one of 10
finalists in the USC Idol
competition Wednesday
night, and all 10 sang to a
packed house. After minor
technical difficulties, the
competition got underway.
T he f i rst contest a nt ,
Rachel Golden, started the
night on the right pitch
by singing Bonnie Raitt’s
“Somethin’ to Talk About.”
Judge Billy Oglesby said
she started the night off
right with a great song that
had great crowd appeal.
Lesl ie Mu l l i na x sa ng
Britney Spears’ “Stronger”
and judge Emily San Jose
Dav is, who is a for mer
band director, loved her
bluesy tone and soulf ul
song choice. Judge K im
Lewis agreed by saying she
could hear Mullinax on her
radio.
The first male competitor
of the night, Tomas Glenn,
awed t he audience w it h
h i s a c ap e l l a r e n d it io n
of Ch r ist i na A g u ilera’s
“Beautiful.” The judges
were impressed w it h
h is w ide ra nge a nd h is
use of vibrato. The next

contestant, freshman Alex
Trac y, sa ng t he Ma ndy
Moore version of “Have a
Little Faith in Me,” and put
the audience on fire with her
red hair and shoes. Judge
Scott Lewis was impressed
with her “wow-ness” as she
belted out the high notes.
Dontrell Burgess, another
freshman, sang “Fever” by
Pegg y Lee and even got
the audience to provide his
snaps. The judges loved
his voice of velvet and his
choice of song.
Second place w i n ner
Lexi Doyle sang Christina
Ag uilera’s “Mercy,” and
st irred t he emot ions of
the crowd with her range.
The judges were impressed
that Doyle overcame some
ner vousness she had i n
the auditions. Third place
w i n ner Et r i k a Na nada,
an exchange student from
Indonesia, sang Destiny’s
C h i ld’s “ St a nd Up f or
L o v e ,” a nd r e c e i v e d a
s t a nd i n g ov at ion f rom
both sides of the audience.
With a range that parted
the ocean, Nanada took
over the stage and became
an “inspiration,” as judge
Dav is ex pla i ned. Some
K appa K appa G a m ma
sororit y sisters came out
to support fellow sister
K i r s t e n S c h a f f e r, w ho
told t he audience about
t he “The Trouble w it h
Love.” A lthough a great
performance, the judges
thought the microphone
did not do Schaffer justice.
The fi nal contestant, Trey
Romans, sang Lifehouse’s
“Only One” and gave a
shout out to his sister who
came to see him perform.
Reg i n a E lerb e’s
performance was “soulful
and indescribable,” with
a t r ue p er f or m a nc e of
“How Come You Don’t
Call Me.” Elerbe’s friends
and fan club came w it h
signs and posters, and the
enthusiastic senior flaunted
and f lounced across t he
stage and she sang. After
t he judges gave t heir
scores, the audience got to
participate through a oneminute text vote. After an
encore performance by the
2007 USC Idol Kayla Maw
a nd much a nt icipat ion,
Elerbe was declared the
winner of USC Idol and
received a $500 Best Buy
giftcard. Doyle received a
$300 giftcard and Nanada
received a $100 card.
Elerbe was so excited
about winning Idol. “I have
been practicing [for Idol]
since last year, and it was
so worth it,” Elerbe said.
“I am so thankful to the
audience and the judges
for believing that much in
me.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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the scene

USC
ONE MISSED CALL
6 p.m. Free
Russell House Theater

The Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

HOROSCOPES
Aries Something you try
doesn’t work. Don’t lose
patience; tr y something
else. By fi nding out what
not to do you’ll narrow
dow n your opt ions.
T a u r u s Ta k e c a r e o f
t he paper work f irst.
Postpone your celebration
u nt i l later. M a ke s u re
e ver y t h i ng is i n order
before the activities begin.
Gemini You’re enormously
successful. There’s only
one l it t le compla i nt .
Costs can go up
qu ic k ly. Pay at tent ion
to what you’re pay i ng.
Cancer Gat her up what
people owe you. Retrieve
what they’ve borrowed,
f rom money to eggs
a nd t he garden hose.
Set t le old accou nt s.
L e o I f y o u’r e l o o k i n g

for a special person,
get f r iends you t r ust
to help. A nyone from a
new doctor or law yer to
a m ate ou ght to come
with a recommendation.
Virgo Postpone a romantic
interlude until there’s a
little more time. Workrelated pressures should
ease up by tomorrow night.
Libra Your investigation
reveals many important
answers. Make the
decision a nd ach ieve
a long-held objec t ive
more quickly than
y ou t hou g ht p o s s ible .
Scor pio It shou ld be
possible for you to get
what you’ve been wanting
for your place. Run the
numbers again, and start
shopping for the best deal.
Sagit t arius Soak up

t he informat ion from a
k nowledgeable person.
Your hunch proves to be
accurate. You’re headed
i n t he r ight d i rec t ion.
Capricorn You can make
a g o o d l i v i n g n o w,
selling ideas. Think of
all the questions a buyer
wou ld a sk , so you’l l
have al l t he a nswers.
Aquariu s Best not to
gossip about your good
fort une. That’s a tough
assignment, since you’re
eager to share. Push your
luck with a straight face
a nd you’l l get f a r t her.
P i s c e s D o n’t s p e nd
more on your friends or
favor ite char it ies r ight
now. Take care of your
home a nd fa m i ly f i rst.
T he L ord help s t ho s e
who help t hemselves.

Today
NEW BROOKLAND TAVERN’S BATTLE OF THE
BANDS ROUND 2
7 p.m. $6
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

VIBRATIONS DANCE COMPANY PRESENTS
“SOUTH CAROLINA CONTEMPORARY DANCE
FESTIVAL”
8 a.m. — 10:30 p.m. Free
Koger Center for the Arts

MARTIN SEXTON, GEORGE STANFORD
8 p.m. $20
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

NATIONAL TREASURE 2: BOOK OF SECRETS
9 p.m. Free
Russell House Theater

LORRIE RIVERS JAZZ NIGHT
8 p.m. Free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

INDIE GRITS FILM FESTIVAL
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. $5.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

LUNDY, DANGER MUFFIN
6:30 p.m. Free
Five Points Fountain

THE EMBERS
5:30 p.m. Free
Jillian’s, 800 Gervais St.
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Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

(Left) Junior James
Darnell blasted two
home runs and went
4-for-4 from the plate
to lead the USC offense
against Clemson.

Hye Eun Park / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Junior hurdler Trier Young took home wins in the 100m
hurdles and 400m hurdles at Wednesday’s USTAF meet.

Carolina earns 22 top
finishes at local meet

Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC senior pitcher Nick Godwin tossed
eight complete innings and struck out a
career high eight batters in the win.

Darnell, Godwin help guide
Gamecocks past rival Tigers
For second straight season, USC
clinches season series with Clemson
Keith Locklear
STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday night at Sarge Frye
Field, South Carolina (22-10) used the
long ball and excellent pitching from
senior Nick Godwin to beat Clemson
(18-14) by a score of 7-1.
The win gave Carolina their third
victory over the Tigers this season,
and ensured that they will win the
season series for the second straight
season.
Junior James Darnell fi nished the

night going 4-for-4 at the plate with
two HR, two singles, fi ve RBIs and
t wo runs scored. It was Darnell’s
third multi-home run game this year
and gave him 12 home runs on the
season.
“Whatever they throw at me I’m
going to do my best to put the barrel
on it,” Darnell said following the
game
Godwin turned in his best pitching
performance as a Gamecock, pitching
eight innings while only allowing
one earned run off of only four hits.
Godwin also set a career high with
eight strikeouts in the game and did
not walk a single batter.
The night did not start off so well

for Godwin, though, as he gave up
a solo home run to Clemson catcher
Doug Hogan in the first inning of
the game.
His teammates responded wit h
force in the bottom of the fi rst inning
though. Junior Reese Havens drew
a leadoff walk, and after a sacrifice
bunt by freshman Whit Merrifield,
junior Justin Smoak lined a single to
left field. That brought up Darnell,
who cr ushed a t h ree-r u n homer
off of Clemson left-hander Craig
Gullickson to put Carolina in front
3-1.
Clemson threatened again in the top
BASEBALL ● 9

USC practice
fails to yield
any answers
Star junior safety Cook
lost from remainder of
spring session to injury
Kevin Walker

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fol low i n g C a rol i n a’s
second scrimmage of
t he spr i ng ye sterday at
Williams-Brice Stadium, the
Gamecocks held a relatively
uneventf ul nint h spring
practice at the Bluff Road
practice fields Wednesday
evening.
USC coach Steve Spurrier
had the offense running
sprints for their less-thans t el l a r p er f or m a nc e i n
Monday’s scrimmage.
“It wasn’t very pretty on
either side,” Spurrier said.
“But that’s why we practice.
Hopefully we can get better.
We were r u n n i ng w i nd
sprints after spring practice.
I don’t think I’ve ever done
that before”.
“Maybe that’ll help us,
something’s got to help us
play with more discipline,
more effort,” Spurrier said.

“We’ve had good enough
players to win; we haven’t
won the close games. We’ve
got to start doing a little bit
better, and we have to coach
better.”
While the practice itself
was pretty uneventful, the
big news of the day came
in the loss of junior safety
Emanuel Cook who suffered
a thumb injury and will be
out for the remainder of
spring.
“I think (Cook) cracked
a bone in his thumb,” said
Spurrier. “He’s got some
academic issues he’s taking
care of as well, so he missed
tonight. He doesn’t need
much more”.
A n A ll-SEC select ion
i n 20 07, Cook lead t he
Gamecocks in tackles last
year with 92 despite being
sidelined for one game.
The Gamecocks will look
to two young players in the
backfield to help in building
a successful offense in 2008.
With the graduation of
three-year starter Lanard
Stafford, sophomore fullback
Patrick DiMarco believes he

Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Brian Maddox (10) and Chris Culliver (17) are two
weapons USC will need on to have stellar seasons.
can contribute to the offense
not just by blocking.
“I n h igh school I had
a lot of carries and a lot of
catches,” Di Marco said.
“We’re trying to make the
offense more diverse, so it
won’t be obvious that the
f ullback will eit her pass
block or run block. I might
get a few carries here and
there.”
D i M a r c o , w ho lo ok s
f or w a rd t o g e t t i n g h i s
chance to shine, knows that
his ef forts will help t he
Gamecocks show they have
a solid running game despite
the loss of Cory Boyd.
“But we have such good
running backs, just give
them the ball and let them
fight for the yards,” DiMarco
said.
One of t hose r unning
backs who will be asked
to step up and fill the void
will be sophomore Brian

Maddox.
Maddox saw limited duty
last year behind duty behind
Cory Boyd and Mike Davis,
but Maddox thinks this year
might be different.
“W ho’s t he hot hand,
that’s what it’s going to be,”
Maddox said. “Whoever’s
got the hot hand is going to
get the ball more.”
The T.L. Hanna graduate
was one of the nation’s best
runners out of high school
and is looking forward to
showing off his sk ills in
Columbia.
It’s tough waiting your
turn. I just worked hard
in the weight room and in
winter conditioning. I just
keep working hard,” Maddox
said. “I feel like I’ve settled
in, feel like I’m ready for the
SEC.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

Track squad takes break
from intense competition
to host USTAF event
Michael Aguilar

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Weems Baskin Track saw
its last collegiate action of
the 2007-2008 school year
as the Carolina track and
f ield team played host to
a number of other schools
in its last home meet. The
Gamecocks defended
their home territory well,
earning 12 first places in the
men’s events and 10 in the
women’s.
The meet was a step down
in intensity from the usual
week-to-week act ion t he
Gamecocks see. The usual
Division I-A powerhouses
t hat USC faces were
replaced with some smaller
schools including Francis
M a r ion, Sava n na h St ate
and Morris College, among
others. However, USC coach
Curtis Frye thought that the
lower-stress meet would be
beneficial for Carolina.
“ I t (t h e m e e t) g e t s
some at h letes who don’t
get to travel, they get an
opportunity to race. It gets
some athletes the opportunity
to compete in a single event
at a hundred percent,” Frye
said. “It doesn’t have the
energy to it to have an elite
level performance, but it
gets them to have a home
meet where they have their
home friends. It gives us an
opportunity to have our kids
be appreciated by their home
friends.”
Fr y e a l s o p o i nt e d t o
this meet as a momentum
builder going into the most
important part of the season.
With SEC championships
a mere mont h away a nd
NCAA championships only
two weeks after that, Frye
thinks that strides and steps
taken in this meet could have
huge implications later in the
season.
“If we get a st rong
performance here than it will
carry over,” Frye said. “We
did have a great performance
in the shot put. To have a
great performance here it
boosts confidence. You don’t
have the stress of losing in
this type of meet so it gives a
kid a chance to do well.”
The younger track stars
got a cha nce to sh ine
Wednesday night as well. It
is important for some of the

runners to hone their skills
in a stress free meet before
heading into the toughest
competition they will face
this year.
“Johnny Dutch just ran a
1:54, 800m,” Frye said. “For
him, he’s an intermediate
hurdler/short sprinter, so
he just ran an off event. An
event like that for a freshman
who was the No. 1 or 2 high
school athlete in A merica
la st yea r, com i ng of f of
injuries all indoor, that just
gives him the confidence to
run the intermediate hurdles
at a stronger rate.”
T hat cha nce to g a i n
c o n f ide nc e a nd p e r f e c t
technique is just what this
Ca rol i n a tea m need s to
perform late in the season.
The team has suffered from
i nju r ies t h is season a nd
lost several of their team
leaders to graduation and
professional careers last year.
Frye points to this meet as
a chance for the younger
at h letes to bu i ld t hei r
confidence and take the reins
that were left vacant by those
runners that left.
“We’re such a young team
that we need this k ind of
meet experience,” Frye said.
“This gives us a chance to
do some things differently
and stress about winning or
losing.”
Many of the more
experienced r u nners,
including senior sprinter/
hurdler Jason Richardson and
junior hurdler Trier Young,
both NCAA qualifiers, ran
in an attempt to modify their
techniques in their respective
events. Frye also said that if
Richardson and Young could
run scoring times with the
modifications they made to
their technique then it would
have huge implications for
the team later in the season.
Ne x t , t he G a me co c k s
t ravel to G eorg ia to get
back on the SEC schedule
against the Bulldogs. Frye
expects tough competition
and exciting times to come
from the meet in Athens.
“Georgia is a big meet,
t hey’ve got a lot of open
athletes, the NCA A
champion in the 400 hurdles
and the defending champion
in the SEC 400 hurdles,”
Frye said. “The mile relay is
also really big down there. So
we’ve got some goals down
there for that meet.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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Stat Line
• Carolina has 6-1 record against
Clemson over the past two seasons
• James Darnell has five home
runs and 12 RBI in nine career
games against Clemson
• Nick Godwin struck out eight
batters, a new career high
BASEBALL ● Continued from 8
of the second with the fi rst
two batters lined singles off
of Godwin. Third baseman
Matt Sanders tried to lay
down a sacrifice bunt to
advance the runners, but
he popped the ball up to
Smoak who was moving up
the fi rst base line. Smoak
then turned and fi red the
ball over to second to pick
off the runner and t urn
the double play. Godwin
then picked off the runner
who was still on fi rst base
to end the inning.
“That was the difference
in the game right there,”
USC coach Ray Tanner
said af ter t he game. “It
gave us t he moment u m
and we shut t hem down
after that.”
Godw in only allowed
one more hit over the next
six innings and stuck out
eight of the 21 batters he
faced as well.
“Once you get in a
groove you can get going
for a while,” Godwin said
a f t e r t h e g a m e . “ Pl u s
pitching with the lead you
don’t have to be perfect,
you can go out there and
take chances.”

The Carolina of fense
added some insurance runs
to help ensu re G odw i n
would pick up the victory,
his third of the season. In
t he bottom of t he t hird
inning, Darnell and senior
Ph il Disher h it back to
back home runs, the second
time in as many games that
two Gamecocks went backto-back.
Then in the bottom of
the fifth, Smoak came up
batt ing lef t handed and
hit a solo home run over
the left field fence. It was
Smoak’s tent h homer of
t he season, but more
important ly it t ied him
with Hank Small for the
most career home r u ns
in South Carolina school
history.
“ It ’s a big honor for
me,” Smoak said after the
game.
Smoak will have a
chance to break t he
record this weekend when
t he Gamecock s head to
Auburn for a three-game
SEC battle.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

David J. Phillip / The Associated Press

The Augusta National golf course offers sports fans the perfect setting for one of the worlds greatest sporting events.

Course, merchandise help make for perfect golf experience
Sleepy little southern
town turns into true
sports experience
Spring Break is f inally
here.
I k now most you a re
thinking to yourself “What
i n t he world is t h is g uy
talking about?” This week
marks the return of the most
famous golf tournament in
the world to my hometown
of Augusta, Ga.
For 51 weeks of the year
Aug ust a is you r average
A mer ica n cit y, however;
during this one week in the
spring all that normalcy goes
out the window. Whether it’s
the lines of private jets at the
airport, the added traffic or
the influx of new faces from
across the globe there is just
something special about this
week.
Un l i k e mo s t s c ho ol s ,
those in Augusta take spring
break during the Masters
because the town is just to
busy to have school. Many
of these students take jobs
at the Augusta National or
other area businesses as a
way to cash in on the mass

influx of people to Augusta.
A s a nat ive of Aug usta I
thought I would share a few
tips for those you that are
lucky enough to get a badge
to the event as well as offer
my opinion of who the top
contenders are.
If you are lucky enough to
get a ticket to the Masters
the first thing you should
do is give the ticket to me
(just kidding). Seriously the
first thing you need to do
is stop by the golf shop and
bu y you r sel f
some Masters
merchandise.
The golf
shop is open
this week
only to those
t h at a r e not
AUSTIN
SMALLWOOD member s, so
be sure to get
Second-year
finance student a shirt, jacket
or v isor as a
souvenir of your trip to the
National. No matter where
you are in the world people
will recognize the Masters
logo and ask you about your
experience.
The next thing you need
to do is go sample the many
sandwiches that are sold at
concession stands. Tr ust
me t hese a re no nor ma l

sa ndw iches, I wou ld not
even hesitate to say that they
are without a doubt the best
sandwiches on the planet.
M y
p e r s o n a l
recom mendat ion is t hat
you t r y a s m a ny a s you
can throughout your visit;
however, if you can only
have a few I recommend
t he pi mento cheese, t he
egg salad and the chicken
club. The best thing about
these sandwiches is that they
are affordable at only two
dollars. Try to eat for that at
the Russell House. To wash
down your sandwich enjoy
a two-dollar beer, if you are
of age.
W hile shirts and
sandwiches are nice the real
reason you should attend
the Masters is for the jawd roppi ng b e aut y of t he
course, and the art that is
performed on it. While most
experts think that there is
only one golfer in the field,
four time champion Tiger
Woods, there are several
others that could stand in the
way of a fifth green jacket.
The Masters is notorious
for its dark horse champions
whether it’s Larry Mize in
1987, Jack Nicklaus at age 46
or last year’s champion, Zach

Johnson.
While I agree with most
experts that Tiger Woods
w ill w i n, here are a few
names to watch out for as
that next possible dark horse.
R e t ie f G o o s e n h a s h a d
very strong finishes at the
Masters the past few years
and has the experience as a
past major winner to hold a
lead on Sunday.
C h a rle s Howel l I I I is
a nat ive of Aug usta who
would love nothing more
than to win his hometown
tournament much like Larry
Mize did twenty one years
ago. A nother person who
is off the radar is defending
champion Johnson. Johnson
began a household name
last year as he held off a late
charge by Tiger on Sunday.
He is f a m i l ia r w it h t he
course and what it takes to
win the greatest tournament
in the world.
For any of you who get a
chance to participate in the
tradition unlike any other I
hope you have a great time
in my hometown, and enjoy
t he Masters not only for
your self but the millions of
people who wish they had
your opportunity.

Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Pets
Looking for pet setters & misc. jobs. Pet
treat bakers. Columbia area only. Looks
good on Vet. School application. FT/PT
or Internships. Call Tommy 719-3365.

Apartments
Copper Beech Now Leasing
2nd phase 1 2 3 & 4 Bedroom Brand
NewTownhomes. Call today 255-0170
www.cbeech.com
2BR 2BA in 5PTS $425/mo+ util. Summer/year lease avail. 843-298-2246.

LARGE PRIVATE ROOMS FOR RENT
$240 inclds all utilities. Walk or cycle to
school. Very Clean! Call 463-5129

1900 Holland St. - Very large pvt house
6BR 3B close to USC in W. Cola. Laundry rm fp hdwd fls fenced yd. Available
NOW! $1500/mo. 796-3913

Home & Apts from $450 up.
Call 254-6613 for more info
visit www.securityrealty.net

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

Housing-Rent

Additional Info

•

Office hours: M-F

Housing-Sale
Near USC - Like New Open floor plan,
hd wd gas logs in both fp’s . Kitchen
features granite & ss/app. Nice deck off
kitchen overlooking deep prvt backyard.
Walk to 5PTS & USC. $219,500. Bud
Remax 730-5035.

3BR 1BA House in Rosewood for Sale
1000 ft Brick bungalow w/gorgeous
hdwds, fenced backyard, lg deck. Lots of
parking. On bus route $119K payments
about $850/mo. Call John owner/agent
at 238-1627.

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Learn while you work!
Engineering/Construction firm office
work M-F 8-6 with flex hrs. Knowledge of
CAD a plus! $8-$12 on exp. Send resume to sbolo@insiteusa.net

Help Wanted
LEASING AGENTS NEEDED FOR PT
HOURS AT COPPER BEECH
Receive a discount on your rent and
get hourly pay. Please send resume to
Sriddle@cbeech.com EOE

Help Wanted
Child Care
PT nanny needed for 1. y.o. girl, start
mid May, previous childcare exp req.
Shandon area $12/hr. 214-288-4595 or
kitzman@mailbox.sc.edu.
Professional family looking for bright, responsible student to work 10/hrs/wk after
school through May. Resp incl light tutoring of 11 & 12 y.o plus logistical assistance getting them to and from their activities. Refs & exp with reading
comp/language arts tutoring required. In
town.
Call
730-3521
or
email
bjrtravel@gmail.com

Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counselors to teach. All land, adventure & water
sports.
Great
summer!
Call
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com
SUMMER CAMP COUNSELORS
The Richland County Recreation Commission needs dependable, energetic,
and experienced Directors and Counselors for Summer Camps. Experienced
special needs Counselors also needed.
Applications are accepted a the Denny
Terrace Office, 6429 Bishop Ave., Cola
between 10am & 4pm. Questions? Call
or email Elizabeth 754-6720, ext 208
elizabeth@rcrc.state.sc.us

WE LIVE IN THE

HOUSE WE ALL

BUILD.
Every decision we make has consequences.
We choose what we put into our lakes and
rivers. We choose what we release into
the air we breathe. We choose what we
put into our bodies, and where we let
our children run and play. We choose
the world we live in, so make the right
choices. Learn what you can do to care
for our water, our air, our land and yourself
at earthshare.org. Earth Share supports
more than 400 environmental and
conservation organizations that impact
you every day.

Visit us at earthshare.org

Help Wanted
Instructors
Experienced
Personal
Trainers
needed. Located 5 minutes from campus. PT & FT available. Contact Matt
@ 799-9455 for details.

Help Wanted
Restaurants
HARPERS RESTAURANT 5PTS- Now
accepting applications for all positions.
Apply in person Tues-Thur 2-4pm.
ZA’S BRICK OVEN - Now hiring Hostesses & Servers with daytime availability. Apply in person 2-5 2930 Devine
PASTA FRESCA NOW HIRING
PT PM Host & PT AM/PM Servers.
Apply within. 3404 Forest Drive.

Help Wanted
Runners
PT Runner Needed
Downtown Law firm seeks PT runner.
M-F. Reliable transportation. Contact:
meredithgammon@pennlawfirm.com
with resume.

Volunteer
Opportunities
Camp Happy Days is now taking applications for volunteer camp counselors.
Camp is for children with cancer and
their siblings. You must be 20 years old
or older. Camp is held June 28-July 5,
008. To request an application contact
Teresa Bishop, Volunteer Administrator,
at
teresa@camphappydays.com
mailto:teresa@camphappydays.com.
or 843-571-4336 x13. Deadline to apply is April 25, 2008!

